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Analyzing Bias in Sources 

	Opening Reflection
· What do you look for when you source a document?
· Why is it important to teach students about sourcing?








Document 1

	Source: Edward Winslow, “A Relation or Journal of the Beginning and Proceedings of the English Plantation Settled at Plymouth in New England,” Mourt’s Relation, published in London, 1621.

Context: This text is the earliest known account of the events in Plymouth Plantation in Massachusetts. Edward Winslow was a Separatist who left England on the Mayflower and settled in Plymouth. He became a senior leader of the Pilgrims and was relied upon by William Bradford, the governor of the colony. 

After we brought in our harvest, our governor sent four men out to hunt [big birds], so that we might rejoice together. They killed four in one day. After we had gathered the fruits of our labors, we served the Company almost a week, at which time amongst other recreations, we [practiced using our weapons]. Many of the Indians came among us and their greatest King Massasoit came with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted. They went out and killed five Deer, which they brought to the Plantation and [gave to] our Governor, and upon the Captain and others. And although it be not always so plentiful, as it was at this time with us, we are so far from want, that we [were happy to share food with the Indians].



Document 2

	Source: Ramona Peters, member of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and the nation’s Historic Preservation Officer, article in Indian Country Today, 2017.

Context: The Wampanoag were the Indigenous peoples living in the area of Massachusetts where the Pilgrims arrived. They were the Indigenous nation involved in the First Thanksgiving.

1          The leader of our nation at the time—Yellow Feather Oasmeequin (Indigenous name for Massasoit)—made a treaty with John Carver, the first governor of the colony. It said we’d let them be there and we would protect them against any enemies, and they would protect us from any of ours.
2          **This was also the Pilgrims’ first successful harvest and they were celebrating in a day of their own thanksgiving. And so they started celebrating by shooting guns in the air. They were shooting guns and cannons as a celebration, which alerted us because we didn’t’ know who they were shooting at. So Massasoit gathered up some 90 warriors and showed up at Plymouth prepared to engage in case they were taking any of our people It was a fact-finding mission. When they arrived it was explained through a translator that they were celebrating the harvest, so we decided to stay and make sure that was true. During those few days, the men went out to hunt and gather food—deer, ducks, geese and fish.
3           **In those days, the English really needed to rely on us and, yes, they were polite as best they could be, but they regarded us as savages nonetheless.




	Reading Reflection:
· How are the documents similar? How are they different?
· What questions would you ask students to help them unpack the importance of navigating bias in sourcing?
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	Notes about Sourcing:













	Core Idea:
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